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“ … extremely experienced in 
private equity and corporate M&A 
work, providing a New York level 
of quality at a Kansas City price.”  

Chambers USA

TAX EQUITY    CARBON CAPTURE   CLEAN TECH  SMART GRID        DISTRIBUTED GENERATION      

Business leaders expect their trusted partners  
to understand their industry. Our skilled advisors know  
how to maximize opportunities and navigate the regulatory  
landscape. They are advocates who can develop and  
negotiate solutions to the most complex challenges facing  
energy and natural resources companies.

Clients rely on our industry-first structure. The nearly  
50 attorneys on our Energy & Natural Resources team have  
the deep knowledge and experience that come only from  
being immersed in the industry for many years. With their  
leading guidance, you’ll achieve your business objectives  
more quickly and efficiently.

Industry leaders of today and tomorrow rely on 
Husch Blackwell. We are fully focused on advising  
businesses in the following areas:

•  Strategic transactions, acquisitions and joint ventures
•  Project and capital finance
•  Tax planning
•  Litigation and dispute resolution
•  Marketing and trading
•  Regulation and government affairs
•  Project development and operations
•  Environmental permitting and compliance
•  Labor, health and safety, and benefits
•  Intellectual property protection and commercialization

DEEP IN RESOURCEFULNESS

Energy and natural resources are building  
blocks of our world, underpinning the economy,  
environment, and national and global security. 
Innovative ideas for production and sustainability 
make this an exciting time for oil/gas, water, wind, 
electricity, mining and biofuels. Husch Blackwell  
is at the forefront of these changes, partnering  
with clients to forge a new future.
 



DEEP IN RESULTS
RETAIL  COMPETITION     SHALE  REVOLUTION     PUBLIC–PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS    GEOPOLITICS 

Named to the BTI Client Service A-Team 
2016, honoring exceptional service  
by corporate counsel at Fortune 1000 
and other large organizations

CorEnergy Completes 
Complex Sale-Leaseback
Situation Our client CorEnergy 
sought to purchase a $228 million liquids 
gathering system in Wyoming from Ultra 
Petroleum Corp. The system serves one  
of the largest natural gas fields in the U.S.

Result Represented CorEnergy in 
negotiating, documenting and financing 
the purchase, as well as an agreement to 
lease the system back to Ultra Petroleum. 
Financing included a $78 million public 
stock offering, a $70 million credit facility, 
and a $30 million co-investment from 
Prudential Capital Group. The purchase 
enabled CorEnergy to implement its 
strategic plan to qualify as a Real Estate 
Investment Trust.

FutureGen Clean Coal 
Plant Development
Situation FutureGen 2.0 is a first-of-
its kind, near-zero emissions, carbon 
capture and storage, commercial coal 
power plant being developed in Illinois 
by a consortium of coal producers 
and users in partnership with the U.S. 
Department of Energy.

Result Represented the consortium 
on a PPA with the Illinois Power Agency 
and Illinois Commerce Commission and 
filed the first CO2 pipeline application 
with the ICC in state history. Our 
assistance also included discussions 
with the Illinois Finance Authority, 
analysis of state public utility and 
energy legislation and development  
of liability management legislation.

Patent Infringement Win 
for Layne Christensen
Situation Represented Layne 
Christensen, the global water 
management, construction and  
drilling company, against Purolite  
Co. for patent infringement and breach 
of a licensing contract.

Result Obtained summary judgment 
on the breach of licensing contract 
claim and obtained a jury verdict and 
permanent injunction against Purolite in 
the patent infringement case involving 
absorption and ion exchange-based 
water treatment technology. The jury 
awarded Layne all of its requested 
damages and found that the defendant 
willfully infringed our client’s patent.

Algonquin Power Makes 
Wind Farm Acquisitions
Situation Represented U.S. 
subsidiary of Toronto-based Algonquin 
Power Co. in acquiring a 60 percent 
interest in three wind farms, upon 
commencement of commercial 
operations, totaling 400 megawatts  
in Pennsylvania, Illinois and Texas, 
having a total cost of nearly $747 million.

Result Each acquisition involved the 
negotiation of turbine warranties and 
20-year operating agreements, the 
negotiation and simultaneous closing of 
third-party tax equity investments in the 
projects and long-term project-financed 
energy hedges that established a fixed 
price for a substantial portion of the 
output of the facilities.

Water Company Clears 
Unfair Labor Practices
Situation Following expiration of 
a collective bargaining agreement, 
a union filed 26 unfair labor practice 
charges with the National Labor 
Relations Board against Missouri-
American Water Co. The charges  
were filed over an 11-month period.

Result Our labor and employment 
lawyers, working with in-house counsel 
and labor relations professionals at 
the water company, defended all of 
the charges, winning 24 of them and 
settling two. The settlements required 
the posting of a notice, with no 
monetary outlay and no finding  
or admission of liability.

Groundbreaking           
Rate Proceeding 
Situation Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative sought to recover 
transmission costs on assets used to 
provide interstate service in the Texas/
Oklahoma panhandle. The facilities are 
operated by Southwest Power Pool Inc., 
a FERC-regulated RTO. Tri-County has 
been collecting under a formula rate 
mechanism that has been included in 
SPP’s tariff and was subject to regulation 
at the federal level for the first time.

Result Over strong opposition, our 
client secured more than $2 million in new 
electric transmission rates in a precedent-
setting FERC rate proceeding.



DEEP IN RESULTS
ENDANGERED SPECIES    CELLULOSIC BIOFUELS      SUSTAINABILITY  WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT  

“The commercial viability of our biofuel 
refining technology is made possible 
through international collaboration 
among world-class organizations. 
Husch Blackwell helped facilitate 
these relationships and the financing 
necessary to move our projects forward.” 
—Robert Tripp, CEO, Benefuel Inc.

Permit Extension   
Approved for Mine  
Situation A client’s Midwestern 
surface mining permit amendment 
adding extensive acreage was 
challenged by a neighboring landowner 
citing water rights and possible 
subsidence issues arising out of 
planned de-watering of old underground 
works and blasting limits with potential 
nationwide implication.

Result Defended challenge that 
involved approximately eight weeks  
of trial and two rounds of judicial review, 
including one reaching the state 
supreme court. Achieved favorable 
outcome for client.

Marcellus Shale Pipeline 
Certificate Defense 
Situation Represented Central New 
York Oil and Gas Co., a subsidiary of 
Inergy, L.P., in proceedings before the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
to certify a controversial greenfield 
natural gas pipeline in the Marcellus 
shale-producing region of Pennsylvania.

Result Following receipt of the 
requested certificate, our team 
defended it against a challenge by 
national environmental organizations, 
including the Sierra Club, in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals. Efforts included 
expedited briefing and argument 
leading to timely termination of a 
preliminary stay of the FERC action  
by the court.

New Process Improves 
Refining of Biodiesel
Situation After years of research  
and testing, Benefuel Inc. of Irving, Texas, 
was ready to commercially launch a 
technology that would make the production 
of biodiesel more profitable and less 
wasteful. The patented ENSELTM process 
reduces refining costs, allowing biodiesel 
to compete with petroleum diesel.

Result Our team facilitated a joint 
venture between Benefuel and a leading 
independent refining, chemicals and 
biofuels company for the development 
and construction of biodiesel refineries 
in the U.S. that would use the patented 
process. Among the investors in the first 
refinery—located in Beatrice, Neb.—is a       
Japanese corporation.

Infigen Energy of Australia 
Wind Farm Litigation
Situation Ongoing counsel for 
Australia-based wind energy developer, 
owner and operator Infigen Energy 
in warranty and insurance coverage 
disputes with turbine manufacturers  
and insurers over the construction  
and performance of wind turbines  
at 14 wind farms across the U.S.

Result Technical information obtained 
during discovery enabled  
the parties to arrive at a mutually 
beneficial settlement under which 
the Spain-based wind turbine OEM 
accepted turbine operational risks  
for 15 years under extended warranty  
and maintenance agreements.

Breaking New Ground in 
Electric Transmission Rates
Situation Led the efforts of Mid-
Kansas Electric Company, LLC, to 
implement the nation’s first nonprofit 
utility transmission rate with a 50 
basis points incentive adder for RTO 
membership. The formula-based 
rate was approved by the Kansas 
Corporation Commission after the team 
negotiated an uncontested settlement 
just days before the scheduled hearing.

Result The ability to adjust the rate 
annually without time-consuming rate 
cases is critical, given the utility’s plan 
to almost triple transmission facilities   
by 2015.

Global Energy-Focused 
Investment Firm Prevails
Situation Represented a leading global 
investment firm, dealing primarily in the 
upstream oil and gas sector, in a dispute 
concerning various agreements with former 
co-venturer with respect to an oil and gas 
project in Belize and Guatemala.

Result Our client prevailed on all claims 
in an arbitration proceeding with the 
respondents. In addition to securing a 
monetary award for our client, we defeated 
all of the respondents’ counterclaims, which 
sought to recover in excess of $1 million.



huschblackwell.com

Industry First. Husch Blackwell is completely organized 
around your business. Other law firms talk about 
understanding the client’s industry. For us, it’s at the 
core of how we function, starting with a transformation 
of our entire operation into industry teams. Placing your 
interests ahead of our own, we take a fully integrated 

team approach to deliver greater efficiency and higher 
value, going deep into your particular industry. We 
identify risks and explore emerging opportunities to help 
your business thrive, now and into the future. Simply 
stated, your industry is our business.
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